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So  you're  going  fishing!  —  What  are  the 
chances  that  you  won't  get  back?  That  depends 
on  you. 

To  properly  assure  your  safety,  it  requires  more 
than  just  "throwing  in"  the  required  equipment.  It 
means  educating  yourself  to  know  what  to  do. 

First,  let's  discuss  personal  flotation  devices 
(PFD's).  These  devices,  commonly  known  as  life 
preservers,  come  In  a  variety  of  sizes  and  shapes. 


Buoyant  Vests 


Buoyant  Cushions 
Type  IV 


Ring  Life  Buoys 
Type  IV 


The  most  common  of  these  used  by  fishermen  is 
the  boat  cushion.  This  device,  although  at  pre¬ 
sent,  United  States  Coast  Guard  approved  is  not 
recommended  since  the  cushion  is  generally  left  In 
the  boat  after  the  fisherman  falls  overboard.  Your 
best  device  is  either  the  jacket  or  buoyant  vest. 
After  all,  PFD's  are  designed  to  hold  you  up;  we 
suggest  you  wear  them.  Remember,  a  funeral  Is 
more  expensive  than  a  PFD! 


NOW  YOU 

Now  what  about  lights?  All  boats  propelled  wholly 
or  tn  part  by  machinery  must  display  the  proper 
running  lights.  After  all,  limited  visibility  doesn't 
mean  just  dark.  What  about  being  caught  out  at 
night  also?  If  you  don't  have  a  battery,  then  use 
the  "D"  cell  type  lights  that  are  available  from 
local  marinas.  If  you  do  have  a  battery  remember 
that  the  terminals  must  be  covered  with  a  non- 
conductive  material  to  prevent  arching  and  the 
battery  must  be  secured  to  prevent  shifting  or 
turning  over. 
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VENTILATORS  AND  ALL  THAT  JAZZ! 

Since  your  boat  is  an  open  fishing  boat,  you  will 
not  be  concerned  with  ventilation  requirements. 
You  should  know,  however,  that  if  you  put  your 
gas  tank  in  any  enclosed  area,  you  must  meet  ven¬ 
tilation  requirements.  Your  local  marine  dealer 
and/or  conservation  officer  will  be  glad  to  assist 
you  with  any  questions. 


NOISE  MAKERS! 

Regardless  of  the  size  of  your  motor,  you  will  need 
some  type  of  device  that  can  be  heard  for  V2  mile 
and  be  able  to  make  noise  for  at  least  two  se¬ 
conds.  You  can  use  a  whistle,  a  horn  or  any  other 
such  device  capable  of  meeting  the  requirement. 
The  device  can  be  either  hand  operated,  mouth 
operated  or  power  operated  .  .  .  just  check  before 
going  out  to  be  sure  that  it  works. 


FIRE! 

Approved  fire  extinguishers  must  be  carried  on  all 
motorboats.  It  is  a  wise  boatman  that  realizes  that 
a  six  gallon  portable  gas  tank  carries  the  potential 
explosive  power  to  blow  up  a  city  block.  That  six 
gallons  of  gas  you  carry  with  a  6  or  9.5  horse¬ 
power  motor  is  just  as  explosive  as  the  six  gallons 
used  with  those  large  motors.  Think  about  it. 


''AN  OVERLOADED  BOAT" 


CAPACITY  -  WOW! 

Capacity  comes  With  many  meanings  —  some  li¬ 
quid,  some  solid.  In  our  case,  we  refer  to  solids 
That  plate,  known  as  the  capacity  plate.  Is  usually 
located  on  the  transom  (that  part  where  the  motor 
hangs).  This  plate  indicates: 

(a)  The  total  weight  that  the  boat  can  safely  carry 
.  .  ,  this  includes  everything  in  or  on  the  boat, 
that  is,  your  motor,  yourself,  all  gear,  dogs,  cats, 
girlfriends,  friends  or  wives.  Exceed  this  load  and 
you're  in  trouble. 

(b)  Maximum  number  of  persons  that  can  be  safe¬ 
ly  carried.  Surprised?  Just  because  you  have  three 
seats,  it  doesn't  mean  you  can  carry  nine  people. 

(c)  Maximum  horsepower  the  boat  ban  safely  han¬ 
dle.  Installing  twice  as  big  a  motor  won't  make 
you  go  faster.  It  will  generally  make  you  go  under 
faster. 

So  you  ask,  "How  am  I  going  to  figure  weight?" 
Simple.  Ask  each  person  what  they  weigh  or  fig¬ 
ure  that  the  average  adult  is  150  pounds.  The 
owner's  manual  will  tell  you  what  the  motor 
weighs.  This  overloading  situation  is  the  major 
cause  of  fatalities  in  boating.  Think  about  it! 


SWAMPED 
(or  capsized)? 


WE  MADE  m 


So,  you're  properly  and  safely  equipped.  You're 
fishing  away  and  suddenly  the  wind  comes  up. 
You're  in  a  heap  of  trouble  son?  Not  necessarily 
so.  Simply  go  to  the  nearest  shore  and  wait.  If 
the  waves  are  too  large  to  do  this,  then  keep  the 
bow  (that's  the  pointed  end)  into  the  waves.  If 
your  motor  won't  run,  then  tie  the  anchor  line  to 
the  bow  and  tow  the  anchor  overboard.  If  you 
don't  have  an  anchor  (pray  tell)  then  empty  your 
tackle  box,  tie  a  line  (that's  nautical  term  for  rope 
son)  to  the  handle  and  the  other  end  to  the  bow. 
Leave  the  box  open  and  put  it  into  water  —  presto 
a  sea  anchor  (that's  the  nautical  term  for  some¬ 
thing  that  will  drag  in  the  water  to  keep  the  front 
of  the  boat  pointing  into  the  waves).  Under  no 
circumstances,  in  heavy  seas,  should  you  attempt 
to  go  many  miles  back  to  the  launching  ramp  .  .  . 
you  may  NEVER  get  there. 


STAND  UP  -  GO  DROWN! 

It  is  pretty  easy  to  get  excited  when  playing  a  big 
fish.  But  remember,  you're  not  standing  on  dry 
land.  Small  fishing  boats  rock,  and  quite  easily. 
Stand  up  and  you  stand  an  excellent  chance  of 
tipping  over  and  then  go  drown.  Think  about  it. 
This  applies  also  when  starting  your  motor.  Stay 
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